RECONSTRUCTION

Carolina, the President issued a proclamation of amnesty
for all persons who had participated in the rebellion,
excepting, however, certain specified classes of offenders.
This proclamation bore the same date, and was published
simultaneously with the North Carolina order; but the
newspapers of the day, while commenting upon and gen-
erally approving, made little account of the fact that
negroes were excluded from voting at the election for
delegates. The New York Tribune of May 30 merely
said: "Of course no blacks can vote." The New York
Times made mention of the same fact.

The New York Evening Post of the same date, however,
after pointing out that only white men and taxpayers
could vote in the coming election in North Carolina, said:

Unless, in the process of the reorganization, we build upon
the principle laid down in the Declaration of Independence,
that all men are created free and equal, there is no assurance
that the different elements of which our social and political
state is composed will subsist in harmony and tranquil coopera-
tion. In that direction lies our way to political safety. If we
attempt to build upon any foundation of inequality between
races and castes, we shall find a condition of things prevailing
similar to that which has been the source of so many calamities
to Ireland.

The first blast against Andrew Johnson was sounded
by Wendell Phillips at the New England Anti-Slavery
Convention, Boston, May 81, on a resolution offered by
himself affirming that

The reconstruction of the rebel states without negro suffrage
is a practical surrender to the Confederacy and will make the
anti-slavery proclamation of the late President, and even the
expected amendment of the Constitution utterly inefficient for
the freedom and protection of the negro.

This resolution was supported by Phillips in a spirit of
blind fury. Every life and every dollar that had beened to-rests
